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The phrase “serverless” doesn’t mean servers are no longer 
involved. It simply means that developers no longer have to 
think that much about them. Computing resources get used as 
services without having to manage around physical capacities 
or limits.
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1. No management of server hosts or 
server processes

2. Self auto-scale and auto-provision based 
on load

3. Costs based on precise usage
4. Performance capabilities defined in terms 

other than host size/count
5. Implicit high availability

Mike Roberts’ Definition Of Serverless
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http://readwrite.com/2012/10/15/why-the-future-of-software-and-apps-is-serverless/

The phrase “serverless” doesn’t mean 
servers are no longer involved. It simply 
means that developers no longer have 
to think that much about them. 
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- Brian Marick, possibly
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But what about 
hybrid apps?
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Circuit breakers rely on 
maintaining per-client 
state across requests

Risk
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Friends don’t let 
friends run 

untrusted code in 
containers
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…and you’re running in 
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Don’t think lock-in, 
think migration cost
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https://github.com/openfaas/faas-netes
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https://github.com/fission/fission



@samnewman#gotoams

http://openwhisk.incubator.apache.org
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https://github.com/open-lambda/open-lambda
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I can’t use that, it’s 
not #serverless!
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“There is No Future with Fewer Servers”
- Luke Kanies



@samnewman#gotoams



@samnewman#gotoams

It’s just 
abstractions…



@samnewman#gotoams

It’s just 
abstractions…

…all the way down
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